THE    DUKE     OF     WINDSOR
childhood, King Edward VIII had shown similar goodness of
heart in dealing with those who served him. One of the
strongest themes in his early story is of his anxiety lest people
should be discomforted through his presence. In 1928, when
he travelled in an ordinary passenger steamer, the directors
juggled with the cabins so that he was able to occupy a suite
of rooms. He wrote, from the ship, to the chairman of direc-
tors: "If I can make any criticism it is that you've been over-
generous as regards cabin accommodation which may have
caused some inconvenience to the other passengers.... I
mention it only because of my great desire when travelling
unofficially not to take advantage of privileges and special
arrangements that may be made to the discomfort of others."
The Prince was similarly thoughtful with those who
served him in his private life. One recalls his anxiety when
he travelled to Germany with Herr Fiedler, his German tutor.
Herr Fiedler was an older man and nothing would induce
the Prince to sleep in the more comfortable bed which had
been prepared for him. When some future historian comes
to reckon the Prince's virtues and his faults, this gentleness
and consideration must emerge as the noblest aspect of his
early life. It was terrible, therefore, to find this instinct with-
ering, so that he broke down the affection of his household by
his lack of consideration. His entire nature seemed to change,
not in the great field of which tragedies are made, but with
a pettiness which had always been foreign to his heart.
The Prince's troubled spirit found its focus some time
before his father's Jubilee, when he was introduced to the
American lady, Mrs. Ernest Simpson, married to a business
man who had made his home in England. Up to this time
the Prince had never seemed to find fulfilment in the people
who had engaged his affection. The bond that holds people
in love is their own, and neither prose nor poetry can define
it. The Prince found that his American friend, already hap-
pily married, gave him the contentment which he had never
known before. Her history is important, for its contribution
to the moral indignation which was part of England's protest
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